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Jacques Danois : Her Royal Higness The Princess of Hanover, Beesiof AMADE, visited Africa, from Northen
Niger down to South Africa. The purpose of Her tigs to take a close look at the work that AMADEries out on
that continent. She also wanted to understand dmelittons of African children and their needs. Nawe will
discover the impressions of a safari through ttethe professional trip in the interest of thddathi

Her Royal Highness: A giant's work: we sometimes have the impressibputting plasters on wooden legs. We do
not know if what we do will be really useful on tlwag term, but | think that every smile we puttbe face of a child

is worth the effort, every child we save from migenjustice, from that terrible lottery which life from the moment
of birth. Because we do not choose to be borndoumtry at war, or to loose our parents, or outsoor not to be
able to eat, to be unprotected and vulnerable... avead choose that. Then, | think that if we saw@ngle child out

of a million in need, we have already started wwoaplish our duties as a human being.

J. D. : Have You had the impression of seeing Africautifothe children, or did You see it through its ylagion as a
whole ? Were it the eyes of the children who maoggned the door to Africa for You?

H.R.H.: Nothing is indivisible; indeed, through AMADE wae an association that endeavours to protecthite, ¢
however one needs to understand that a child cérendisassociated from its mother. And when theherois not

there, we have to try to rebuild the warmth, thetn®ly thoughts are particularly with war and AlD&hans. A

protective structure is needed for these childaad, in order to protect more children we have tokvem the roots of
the problem. Take the example of natural disasears desertification. How can we mitigate the eHeat these

situations? There we are confronted with adultebjgms, and we have to try to find a solution fe problems that
affect the parents of the children. If we want torkveffectively, we have to educate, provide caré ereate a safe
and viable environment for families.

J. D.: Is the work of AMADE, which is Your work and wiicYou carry out with excellence, the work You wémt
do in Africa, is it a work of beginning or a work i@construction? For example, are You going t lileé traditions,
customs, civilizations, African cultures, or areuygoing to try - with the support of people who warith You in the
field - to clear the table and start something frem scratch?

H.R.H.: That depends on the places, circumstances amdrisl.. particularly when we are confronted witlstoums

that | would personally find difficult to acceptjtihout trying to show occidental, cultural or meadigmperialism. |

think for example of female circumcision, whichaigainful case. As a European woman, | would likelear the
table of all that. But | do not feel that | have tmoral right to attack this problem by myselfihk this is a problem
of women in Africa. We can help them and give thite means to carry out their battle, but it habedhem who
take the initiative.

And that has already been done: there is a realkement that comes from African women in order to émd

practice. In this particular case, | certainly wblike to see a cleared table, that this is no éorgyacticed, but it is
not for me or our organization to impose our paifitview by saying “you should not do this”. When \aee

confronted with another culture, even if we do agrtee, we cannot morally impose ourselves in suohraer.

Leaving this subject aside, there is an incred#plergy in tradition, culture, some ancestral pcasti their way to dig
a well, to fix a river bank, to capture the streianorder to fill up the ground water and thus drepgn easier way to
access water... We have to use these energies.dawbe the catalyst and provide the means, evandial ones, in
order to, in the meantime, allow a community t@bbsh itself in a place, and to help them to middedr environment
less hostile, then we have to do it. By support@ggiculture, by allowing an agricultural activityhich is an

economic one too, we are helping the families &edefore the children.



J. D. : You have spoken of African women. If we dividie fpopulation in three sectors, fathers, mothedscaiidren,
are women the more solid ones, and the ones wheefed/the greater hope?

H.R.H.: That also depends on the places. There are eesimtith a strong Muslim tradition, where womenfsroon
is not taken into consideration. They have a ceréaitonomy and decision-making power when it cotoetheir
children’s education or accessing health care,thwey are prisoners of illiteracy or of certain aumss. | think of
specific cases, like the existing solutions to sewvealnutrition cases, which could often be presgnBut sometimes
the imposing weight of their culture and traditiomakes women unwilling to follow some of the instians
concerning their children’s health.

So the work is more complicated. We need internmeiawomen in the field who can try to convincerthto save
their children. Thus, with the support of the Peisg Grace Foundation, we have financed a midwliedddn the
saharouis camps, because we know that husbandd thdir wives, and fathers their daughters, toscttnmale
doctors. Then, we are in need of female doctorsmmwives, competent and qualified, while the ttiadial
midwives, who are competent, but do not have tleessary medical training to assist serious cade=selare small
projects; however they are particularly useful.

J. D. : You traveled trough two regions at war, or astevery troubled ones, Congo and Burundi. Did ¥rperience
any fear or was it natural for You to be in thahtand dangerous continent?

H.RH.: Honestly, | did not really feel that burden. IurBndi, | felt that the country was overwhelmed doy
immense sigh of relief, after all those years, trate was a real need to breath, to lick their wisumand to restart
something. We felt this sort of joy, but at the satime tiredness and the fact of all these displaamphans and
populations.

J. D.: What did the Africans see in You ? The Princés®g President of AMADE or a mother?

H.R.H.: That, we would have to ask thelaughs).

J. D.: Did You take one of Your children with You?

H.RH.: Certainly, however since he is taller than me nhouhink it really did not impact that much on pé®
(laughs).

J.D.: And You, how did You feel ? Princess, PresiderAMIADE or mother?

H.RH.: Once you are a mother, that is the thing you laksttify yourself with, | think every mother fedlse same
way. Once you become a mother, it is for a lifetipgu cannot decide to be a mother in one momedtran in
another moment. We are mothers, before anythirgg elgen if we have other activities we try to perfat our best.

J.D.: A very important encounter happened over themr¥neeting with Mr. Nelson Mandela. | do not méare
indiscreet, but what were your conversation top&k?S, was that one of the important ones?

H.RH.: | had already had the pleasure of meeting NeMandela on many different occasions before, arwia

wonderful to meet him again. He is an extraordiraargl warm man, he is benevolent and a great getyeensanates
from him. He talked and laughed a lot. We partidyl spoke about the countries torn by their irdéconflicts; this
meeting took place at the end of my trip, he way udgerested and he asked me a lot of questioastdiurundi and
about our projects in Congo and Niger. He was qalgily worried and interested by the case of tic&le cell

disease, a terrible illness that does not recdtemtgon from many leaders and health organisations

Regarding the topic of AIDS in Africa, | am not faging you any new information when 1 tell you tlitails a huge
problem, like malaria, which continues to be onéhef main mortality causes. However, we can s&edbpromising
success and hope with the new generation of atdéessedicines.



J. D. : Did You find people to be very conscious of tlaagers ?

H.RH.: Yes, | think that nowadays a great glow has ctoniairow a light on these problems. All the NGOgdia
and good-hearted concerned people, all have weddbe awareness and desire to move things forward.

J. D.: A last questionMadame. What do You keep from this trip in your mind, your ears? The sound of the
African crowds in the overpopulated cities and tewar the singing of the South or the drums of Bdr

H.R.H.: All those sounds are present indeed, but whaepks all the work that still needs to be accoshgd. And
sometimes, also the silence of some hospital warldsre there is such a resignation to distressetlsdent mothers

in front of their sick baby; those patients waitfiog a hospital bed. Perhaps, these are the mighktdning things. We
still have a long way to go and energies to madilis

J. D.: I imagine You saw mothers that had just givenhbint were about to. According to You what is thtufa of
that child that you saw being born close to you?

H.RH.: | see lots of new-born babies, here in Monacdhathospitals, everywhere. We can only wish thet bor
them, there is nothing more moving than a newiliféhis planet. But knowing what their fate will kthat remains
unfathomabile.

J. D. : Does it belong to us?

H.R.H.: Nothing belongs to us.

*k%k



