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By D] Yap

UFON HIS ARRIVAL IN MANILA,
Andrea Pierre Casiraghi of Mona-
co was deluged with invitations
to panties amd social engage-
ments, bur the handzsome prinos
politely declined maost of them.

One of the woarld’s most eligi-
ble bachelors would much rather
gpeiridd his timie with the boys and
girls of Payatas, Quezon City.

The 22-year-old son of Princess
Caroline was not in town for a so-
cial call, but to touch base with
Filipino children living in some of
the most destitute communities
in the country and find out what
can be done to help them.

Hie came upon the imvication of
Amade-Virlanie Poundation, an
organization dedicated to giving
shelter and support o abused
children, of which his mother is a

patnod.
The WSt was,

in hig own

But I've seen extreme poverty, too,”

PRIMCE .ﬁ.ndﬂ'-‘i'l.lpn-'lh before students of the Atenco.

words, his way of “making a dif-
ference, a very small difference™
in the lives of poor Filiping ehil-
dren.

On Friday, Andrea spoke be-
fore a group of students ar the
Areneo de Manila  University
about the role and the responsi-
bility of the privileged dass in
helping the less fomunage among
them.

“No step is (oo small. As my
mother ahways says, If you hawve
o rurn off a voleano with a glass

of water, vou should do it,” he

snid.

Glass of water
“Think of yourself
as thag kitthe glass of
water that makes a
|:‘||IT1_'|:1_'|‘||.'|.= ir| thi
world,” he said,
Andrea recalled
an  experienoe

PHILITTINE DARLY INCANRER

METRO

No parties for this royalty

Paco. Market: *Sud-
denly, 15-16 kids ap-
peared  owt  of
nowhene: Five-, six-,
seven-year-ald  — of-
phans using drugs,
not knowing how to
read, mever having
had a roof o sheep
under”

Wake-up call

He told the smu-
denes: “You are very,
very, very [icky.. You should ask
vourselfz Do [ want this sirustion
to congine?”

“You should Rave the streqngth
tos ook into voursell and sy do |
wank o be part of the 10 peroont
of the Filipinos who can go 1o uni-
viErsty and do r|||rhi11__-.: aboiai
that? Do 1 wank (o leave S0 pet-
cent of the population without an
education? I'm sure vou don'’e.”

BLIG AT DELA CRT

‘Horrible place’

Andrea alse de-
scribed going vo Pay-
atas: “Deadly waste
mountain.  Horrible
place that I've ever
been to."

At thas  podnt,
many of the Ateneo
students laughed,
prompeing the
prince to remank: 1
don't  undersiamd
why wyou're laugh-
ing; it's VeTy senous,”

He wurged the students to
reach out 1o the poorest commu-
mifres, " Next rme | oome, 1 want
1o see that people will go to the
shanty vowns. Lucky people like
you, who have education, wha
{belong to the elite) of the na-
tion.”

“I've secn amaring things in
the Philippines. I've seen things

Prince Andrea of Monaco would
rather visit the poor in Payatas

than hobnob with the elite

like no other in developed coun-
tries, But I've seen extreme pover.
iy, to. And these differences can-
not continue,” he gaid,

Father Carmelo Caluag, one of
the organizers, said Andrea’s
schedube for his trip to the Philip-
pines spoke wolumes about his
commitment toward helping chil-
dren.

No time to relax

“For his original itinerary, he
Wil SUpgeased 1o 50 0n Erps B0 s
worbd-class resorts, but he asked
that most of them be cancelled 50
he can have more tme to vigit the
places being served by Amade-
Virlanie ™ he said.

“When told that more people
wanted to hast parties for him,
again he politely declined. He
sabd he had more impontant work
todo,” Caluag said.

He said what impressed him
rroat abadit Andres were his pho-
tos in the local press the past
doys:: "A young man simply
dressed, earmving a poor infant,
seated with less privileged, smil-
ing kidks. the picture of youth that
exudes kindness, and compassion
and hope."

Andrea it the eldest son of
Princess Caroline and her second
husband, Stefano Casiraghi, an
hedr e an Italian ofl fortune. He s
second in line to the throne after
hiz mother.

Blonde and athletic, he was
namad one of People Magazine's
50 Most Beautiful People in 200:,
He k= fluent in English, French,
Gerrman and Ialian,



